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In this module we will discuss two special situations.

The first is table modifications – situations in which a table is used to subarrange a 
classification number or classification range, but there are revisions to the table in the 
schedule.

The second is a bit tangential, but nonetheless important:  in some cases, the schedule 
instructs us to subarrange a number or span of numbers in the same way that another 
number or span is subarranged.  In effect, the number or span that we are to follow acts as a 
table.  
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Table modifications can be thought of a as a way to customize tables for particular 
purposes.  By definition, tables are meant to be used many times, and therefore the 
subarrangements they provide can be very general. Sometimes when a table is used, it 
becomes necessary to authorize a number or range of numbers that does not fit into the 
table. The customization cannot happen in the table – because the table must remain general 
– so a table modification is made in the schedule.

The schedules indicate the presence of a table modification by displaying the word 
“modified” next to the table instruction, as you can see in the example on the screen, which 
is for Spanish literature from the Philippines. We are to use Table P-PZ20 “modified” to 
subarrange PQ8700-8897.
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Table P-PZ20 is 194 numbers long, which is too long to display in its entirety here.

The image on your screen show the high-level arrangement of the table, and was made by 
using the hierarchy browser.  More specific numbers can be found by clicking on the 
hyperlinks.

There are numbers, or ranges of numbers, for resources about literature -- encyclopedias, 
study and teaching, history, and resources about special classes of authors, as well as 
numbers for resources about poetry, drama, and fiction.  
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Then there is a hierarchy for collections of literature by special classes of authors, and for 
collections of literature of particular time periods, and in particular forms, such as poetry.  
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Finally, there is a “local” hierarchy that includes numbers for literature of particular regions 
and jurisdictions, and then number 193 is for literature from foreign countries.
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In addition to the Philippines, the same table is also used to subarrange the Spanish 
literature – and works about the Spanish literature – of Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Peru, and 
Brazil.   It is modified every time it is used.

Almost all of the table is appropriate for every country it subarranges.  Authors in each of 
these countries write poetry, fiction, drama, and folk literature, and those literary works are 
compiled into collections.  In addition, there are resources written about Spanish poetry 
written in Brazil, or Spanish fiction written by women in Peru. 

The modification is made to account for the individual literary authors in each of those 
countries.

7

Library of Congress Classification: Module 8.7



The modification for the Philippines appears in the schedule and is circled on your screen.  
As you can see, it consists of a list of three Philippine authors whose names are written into 
the schedule.
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As we saw a moment ago, Table P-PZ20 ends at 193, meaning that the final class number 
for the Spanish literature of the Philippines, as based on the table, would be PQ8893.  
PQ8897.A-Z was added to accommodate the individual authors.   It would not be 
appropriate to publish the names of the Philippine authors in the table, because the table has 
to be general enough to accommodate the literature of several countries, and the authors are 
specific to only one of them.
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The same is true of the modification for Chile.  Again, the schedule indicates that we are to 
use Table P-PZ20 modified. The span for Chile, according to the available numbers in the 
table, would be PQ7900-8084.  The modification adds a series of numbers to accommodate 
a list of literary authors from Chile who write in Spanish.  The list is clearly extensive, so it 
is subarranged by time period.  PQ8096.A-Z is for authors from before 1800, PQ8097.A-Z 
so for authors from 1800-1960, and so on.

10

Library of Congress Classification: Module 8.7



The modification of Table P-PZ20 for Brazil is a bit different.

It also has a modification to include individual authors, and a series of numbers was added 
at the end.
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However, it also includes a modification that was made to incorporate additional detail into 
the table.

In the table, position 191 is for resources that are specific to the literature of a particular 
region, province, county, etc., of the country.  The position 191 becomes PQ9691 when it is 
incorporated into the number range for Brazil.  PQ9691 is written into the schedule, and the 
caption has been changed. It is not “By region province, county, etc., A-Z,” as it says in the 
table, but “By region, state, etc.” because Brazil’s first-level administration subdivisions are 
called states.

The modification then goes on to provide cutters for two of the states of Brazil.  

Just as with the lists of authors, the list of local places would not be appropriate to include in 
the table. They are specific to only one of the countries subarranged with that table.  

Notice that only the lines needed for the modification are printed in the schedule.  The 
schedule does not include the number PQ9692.A-Z, “By city, A-Z,” for instance, because 
that number is created by the table.
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The enhanced and hierarchy browsers in Classification Web sometimes highlight table 
modifications, so that we are able to readily see them. 

This is the same table modification as in the previous example: the Spanish literature of 
Brazil.  The numbers that are highlighted in yellow are numbers that would normally be 
created by the table, but are also written into the schedule to change their meaning.  The 
yellow highlighting appears when you happen to search for a number whose meaning has 
been modified. These numbers are just as valid as any other number in the schedules; the 
highlighting appears for your information only.
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The highlighting does not appear for numbers that are added, such as PQ9696.A-Z.  

In other words, you cannot assume from the lack of highlighting that a number is not a table 
modification.  
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It is important to keep the existence of table modifications in mind, because they are not 
always obvious and sometimes lead to confusion.

Say that we are cataloging a resource about the visual arts in Belize, a country in Central 
America.  We find the correct area of the schedule, but do not find a number or range of 
numbers Belize.  Instead, we find only Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Nicaragua.
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While it may be tempting to believe that there is a mistake in the schedule – that most of the 
countries of Central America, including Belize are missing – that is not the case. 

Notice that the hierarchy for each of these countries as written in the schedule includes a 
number for a special aspect or movement. For Costa Rica, the schedule lists Bocaraca and 
Cofradía, both groups of artists that were active in that country.  And for Guatemala and 
Nicaragua, it lists primitivism. These are table modifications that were made to provide for 
topics that are specific to the country and therefore would not be appropriate in the table.  

To find the number or span of numbers for Belize – so that we can catalog that resource –
we have to “read up” the schedule. Hopefully you remember from Unit 3 that “reading up” 
is what we do to find instructions, including table instructions – and references at higher 
levels of the hierarchy.  Let’s read up the hierarchy for the visual arts and see what we find.

Recall that we will click through the hyperlinks in the hierarchy pane, starting with the most 
specific and moving to the most general, until we find what we are looking for.
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There is no table instruction at “By region or country.”
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There is not one at “Latin America,” either.
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Or at America.
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But there is one at “Special regions or countries.”  It is Table N5 modified, and we are to 
add the number in the table to N6500.
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Table N5 is a 1,000-number table for regions and countries.  We can look through it to find 
Belize and calculate the number we need for the resource, and if you are using the standard 
browser or the PDFs, that is what you will have to do.  However, if you are using the 
enhanced browser, you can click the table instruction and the table and table modifications 
will appear with each other in the browser.
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Then it is just a matter of scrolling and paging down to find Belize.

22

Library of Congress Classification: Module 8.7



Its span is N6570-6572.

Since we clicked on the table instruction, the table modifications appear with yellow 
highlighting.
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To summarize, table modifications:

• Are made to add specificity when a range of numbers is calculated using a table;
• Appear in the schedules themselves, because by definition they are appropriate only to 

that particular hierarchy;
• Are just as valid for assignment as any other number in the schedules; and 
• May be highlighted in yellow, depending on which browser you used and how you 

searched.  
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Finally, we want to briefly discuss situations in which we are told to subarrange a number or 
span of numbers in the same way that another one is subarranged.  

This happens most frequently when a list of cutters maintained in one place is also used 
elsewhere.  The schedule always provides instructions.
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F75.A2-Z is for resources about individual elements – that is, individual groups of people –
in Massachusetts.  The instruction says, “For a list of racial, ethnic, and religious elements 
(with Cutter numbers) see E184.A-Z.”
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The list is extensive, so this is just a very small portion of it.

If you were cataloging a resource about the Hmong in Massachusetts, you would use F75 
from the hierarchy for Massachusetts with the cutter for Hmong from E184, .H55.  The 
classification number would therefore be F75.H55.
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You would finish the call number as usual – following instructions if there are any, or 
following the default instructions if not. Here, we would append a second cutter for the 
main entry and the date.
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Other times, we are told to subarrange a span like another span is subarranged.  As always, 
there will be an instruction.

PR2780-2782 is for German translations of Shakespeare’s works, and PR2782.X1-.X9 is for 
German translations of his poems.  We are told to subarrange this range of cutters like 
PR2776.X1-X9 is arranged.
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As we can see, PR2776.X1-.X9 is for Dutch translations of his poems.  

If we were cataloging a collection of his sonnets translated into German, we would use 
PR2782 and append the cutter .X8.
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The classification number would be PR2782.X8. 
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